TUMBLING RIVER RANCH’S WEDNESDAY WHITEWATER RAFTING EXCURSION

HOSTED BY WILDERNESS AWARE RAFTING
(No experience necessary)!

TRIP SIGN-UP: All guests interested in rafting should sign up Sunday evening at Orientation.  When you sign up, circle the type of raft in which you would like to ride (paddle or oar).  Please sign up with the friends and family with which you would like to ride, preferably as groups of 7.  We will do our best to accommodate your group. 

AVAILABLE OPTIONS: There are two options available with regards to the type of raft you would like to ride in.  Those wanting to relax and leave the driving to us should sign up for an oar raft where a guide does all the work and the passengers hang on and enjoy the ride.  For the more adventurous and those wanting to actively participate, choose a paddle raft.  

'PADDLE RAFTS' are by far the most popular option for maneuvering the raft. A guide will give a complete orientation prior to launch and will call paddling commands as you float down the river. It is possible for one or two passengers to ride along on a paddle raft without having to paddle. We can take one passenger in a paddle raft if there are at least 2 eager paddlers. We can take two passengers if there are at least 4 eager paddlers. Up to 8 passengers can be on a paddle raft if at least one person does not paddle.
‘OAR RAFTS’ are most suitable for older guests, families with several small children, or those wishing to just kick back and watch the scenery go by.






CHILDREN: During higher water conditions (mid-June), the minimum age is 8 years old and 60 lbs. The rest of the summer 7 year olds over 50 lbs are welcome to raft Browns Canyon. The recommended minimum age to paddle is 12 years old. Younger children can hold on or paddle in the easier sections.
Please note, there will be times in early June when the water levels will change week to week and age minimum may be higher.  WA will set the age minimum based on the safety of our guests.
NON-SWIMMERS: Many of our participants cannot swim. We provide U.S. Coast Guard approved life preservers designed to float you face-up in heavy whitewater. Everyone will wear these at all times while we are on the river. 

ORIENTATION: Prior to boarding your raft, you will receive an orientation on safety, emergency procedures and other trip related matters.  We will cover ALL scenarios and sometimes this speech will be intimidation to kids, please remind them that like traveling on an airplane, we must cover ALL scenarios.
TRANSPORTATION is provided by the ranch to Wilderness Aware’s riverside headquarters in Buena Vista (a 1-hour drive). Plan to eat breakfast at 7:30 am. The trip will leave the Ranch at 8:00 am and return at 5:00 pm.
WHAT TO WEAR: Wear quick drying clothes you can get WET in! Cotton is cold when wet, but a cotton t-shirt will provide some sun protection. Ladies try to wear a swimsuit under any cotton in case you need to remove cold wet clothing during the trip. Wilderness Aware provides rental wetsuit booties to our guests at no cost. You can instead wear old tennis shoes or secure sandals (sandals that have a heel strap). Wilderness Aware will also provide rain ponchos and wool sweaters at no cost in case of unexpected weather. We recommend renting a paddle jacket and a wetsuit if thunderstorms are predicted or if the water is high. Always remember it’s easier to cool off on the river if you are overdressed than it is to warm up if you under dress. It’s also a good idea to bring a dry change of clothes and plenty of sunscreen

WHATS INCLUDED: All necessary gear including wetsuit boots, hooded rain ponchos, sweaters, lifejackets, and a dry bag for small items. A deli sandwich lunch will be served part way down the river. A trained guide is on every boat.
WILL I NEED EXTRA MONEY?: The following items are extra so you might bring a little extra cash, personal check or that convenient credit card! Cold water and cold weather rentals are available upon arrival at Wilderness Aware. Wetsuits are $10 and Paddle Jackets are $5. Retail items including waterproof cameras and rafting souvenirs such as photos, t-shirts, hats, etc. are available at Wilderness Aware’s headquarters. 
PHOTOS: Rafting photos will be taken of every boat. Full size prints will be available immediately after the trip. 

GRATUITIES: Tipping is appropriate, particularly if you have received exceptional customer service. If you believe that a tip is appropriate we recommend an average tip of $5-$10/guest. Wilderness Aware appreciates hearing from you so that they can recognize extraordinary customer service. They also appreciate hearing from you if you feel that there are areas that can be improved upon. The goal is to exceed your expectations!
