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            FISHING
LICENSE REQUIREMENTS: There is no need for a fishing license when fishing in the ranch ponds, however if you plan to fish the streams or off the ranch you will need to have a license.  It is very easy for us to purchase your license on-line.  Our on-staff guide will ask you some questions and borrow your drivers’ license and by lunch on Monday, you will have your fishing license.
EQUIPMENT AND TACKLE: The ranch has available to guests some inexpensive rods and reels for use; however, if you have your own equipment you may want to bring it.  We also have fly rods available for those who have some experience in using them.  In the Trading Post we keep a few basics in the way of tackle (salmon eggs, spinners, hooks, etc.) but for anything more specific you should bring it yourself.
RANCH PONDS: The ponds have an abundance of rainbow trout, ranging from 10 to 14 inches, which is great eating size.  They can be caught by still fishing with salmon eggs, corn or worms; while more experienced fishermen may wish to use spinners or to fly fish.  The limit is three fish per day, and please do not throw fish back since they are fragile and will most likely die.  Also, please do not leave them on a stringer but rather clean them immediately.  You may fish at any time in either of the ranch ponds.
CLEANING FISH: Please gut your fish in the stream or pond, leaving the head on.  Trout have no scales so it is quite easy.  Immediately bring the fish to the kitchen where they will keep them in order to prepare them for breakfast (smoked or baked).
RANCH STREAMS: Geneva Creek has rainbows through the main ranch and the lower ranch sections, and there are a few browns as well as rainbows downstream at our Half Mile Ranch, which is about two miles below the lower ranch.  Three-Mile Creek (which flows through the lower ranch just behind the Pueblo) has a good population of brooks for the more experienced fishermen.  The fishing novices will have greater luck in the ponds.  Be sure to ask our on-staff fishing guide about his favorite spots.
FLY-FISHING LESSONS: Sunday night we will take a list for any of you that would like to get an introduction to fly-fishing.  We have two outstanding Orvis guides that work with our guests all week long. We begin on Monday night with a casting clinic.  We provide the equipment and instruction giving you chance to get the feel for this exciting sport.  
FLY-FISHING EXCURSIONS: We have an on-staff fishing guide who works with our Orvis guides and is happy to set-up any fly-fishing excursions.  Within 20 minutes of the ranch we can find the perfect spot for a day trip or a half-day trip.  The North Fork of the South Platte River is close by and offers some great fishing.  The cost varies depending on how serious of a trip you are looking for.  Feel free to call ahead and set something up or our staff can help when you get here.  We do have fly-fishing equipment available for your use.  If you know that this trip is a must for your family, consider adding the following to your bag:
· Sunglasses (polarized are preferable) 

· Brimmed hat or cap 

· Wool or fleece socks 

· Long underwear 

· Gloves 

· Quick dry pants 

